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Should euthanasia be legalized, is there a right to die, who controls the 

machines – physicians or patients, and what are the dying conditions, are the issues 

that polarized contemporary societies. Soon after the initial fascination with the 

achievements of the modern medicine had passed, it became clear that the new 

technology did not only prolong life but the illness as well, and thereby, suffering and 

pains. As a consequence, a traditional dilemma regarding legality of euthanasia, 

perceived as “good” or “easy” death, has been reintroduced on the public agenda in 

the form of the right to die with dignity issue. A debate on euthanasia resulted in a 

deconstruction of its definition and in legal asymmetry under which some forms of 

euthanasia have been legalized while some remained beyond the law. In the light of 

comparative law, the lecture deals with modern trends in defining euthanasia, the 

right to die with dignity, its legal sources and paradigms for the legalization.  
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